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For You are my hope; O Lord God, You are my confidence from my youth (Psalm 71:5).

It’s hard to believe that another year has gone by so 
fast, and Christmas is just around the corner. But so 

it is, and the evangelical churches we serve across the 
lands of Russia are busily preparing for one of their 
most vital times of ministry outreach. Lord willing 
— and with the help of our partners — thousands of 
children will again be reached this season through 
SGA-sponsored ministries such as Immanuel’s Child 
and Christmas for Orphans. A few examples from 
cities in Russia’s important Volgodonsk region will 

vividly illustrate why our Russian brothers and sisters 
look forward to the many opportunities afforded by 
Christmas outreach. Galina Shashkova, coordinator of 
the Orphans Reborn ministry in Volgodonsk, tells the 
stories  —

Rostov— Ministry Expands Through Word of 
Mouth

 “The head of one of the orphanages where we 
work told another orphanage director in Zavetnoye 
about our outreach and our Christmas program. After a 
phone call or two were exchanged, she took the advice 
of her colleague and invited our workers to visit. 

A Christmas Harvest

A Christmas Harvest
  Page 1-2

Sharing the Lord’s Glory
  Page 3
What Jesus Has Done for Me  
  Page 4

The Joy and Fruit of 
Sponsorship
  Page 5-6
Canadian Connection
  Page 7
How You Can Help
  Page 8

In This Issue:

Continued on page 2

Two Russian orphan children share their excitement at an Immanuel’s 
Child outreach in a small village outside Tomsk, Russia.



 “We went there and presented our ‘Christmas 
Story’ program. Their teachers had warned us ahead 
of time that the children were very naughty and it 
took a lot of effort to make them sit quietly. But 
instead, the children sat and listened to our program 
as if it were their own lives at stake. After the puppet 
drama, we sang Christmas songs with the director’s 
permission. She asked us to leave a copy of the words 
and music, so we gave them the lyrics and saved the 
soundtracks on their computer. The director invited 
us to her office for tea, and we talked for a while 
about the children. It grieves all of us that there are so 
many orphanages in Russia, and that so many parents 
neglect their children. She invited us to come again, 
so we are planning to go back to Zavetnoye to 
continue our ministry.” 

Krasnodar — Discovering the Truth 
About Evangelicals

 In Russia and other CIS 
countries, groups opposed to 
evangelical churches often slander 
them and spread false rumors about 
their ministry. But in the town of 
Pavlovskaya, one orphanage was able to see the real 
truth firsthand, as Galina relates. 
 “Last winter, a sister from the Pavlovskaya 
church called and asked us to come over and hold a 
program there. When we told her that our ministry 
was designed for orphans, she and others from the 
church went to a local orphanage and asked them 
to invite us. At first, they refused because we were 
Baptists. But three days before Christmas, the church 
called and said that we were now invited to the 
orphanage! 
 “We went to that remote town and found the 

director to be 
very friendly and 
hospitable. But 
we had to first tell 
her who we were, 
and what our goal 
was in holding the 
puppet shows. We 
told her plainly 
that our main goal 
was to tell people about Jesus Christ and His love 
for humanity. She allowed us in. When we asked for 
permission to distribute a Christian book called ‘The 
Birth of Jesus,’ she scanned it thoroughly, and then 

allowed us to give it to the children. 
Everyone — the children, the staff 
and the director — was pleased with 
our program. This might well open the 
door for local believers to begin regular 
Bible lessons at the orphanage. Please 
pray that this will happen soon!”

Vinogradny — Help in Time of Need

 “At this orphanage, their funding was 
interrupted for several days, and the children were 

left without food. There was still a week to go 
before the holidays, when many children would be 
taken home by their relatives. The director of the 
orphanage appealed to our church in Volgodonsk, 
which oversees ministry there. The pastor addressed 
the congregation and asked them to help the children. 
The response was prompt, and the church raised 
enough to help the orphanage with food for two days. 
In this way, the staff at Vinogradny was able to see 
how God’s mercy works through His people. In the 
last day before their holidays began, we came to 
present the Christmas story to them. In addition to the 
ministry program, we gave them toiletries including 
toothbrushes, toothpaste and soap. The pastor of 
the church wished them a wonderful Christmas and 
Happy New Year, and told them again about how 
Jesus came to our world because of his love for us.” 

 We praise and thank the Lord for this 
wonderful ministry fruit over the past year. Please 
join us in praying for this year’s vital Christmas 
outreaches, praying that many children — and adults 
— will be drawn to saving faith. Thanks be to God 
for His indescribable gift (2 Corinthians 9:15)!
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Sharing the Lord’s Glory

Vladislav Soporyko
SGA-Sponsored Church Planter

 The Lord blesses us as we continue our 
work for him in Russia’s Rostov region and the 
city of Donetsk. Over the past year, the church 
has continued to serve the Lord, grow in the 
knowledge of God, and share His glory with the 
people of the city. 

 By God’s grace, the orphanage leadership 
has allowed us to rent a room for eight months to 
hold our worship services and Bible study classes 
during the week. There is a possibility that we will 
no longer be allowed to do so, but our friendly 
relationship with the orphanage leadership has 
enabled us to hold our children’s programs there. A 
team from Volgodonsk came and staged a special 
program called “The Snow Queen.” There were 50 
children in attendance in addition to the orphanage 
staff and leadership. Afterward, they thanked us 
for their worthwhile experience. The educators 
told us that the children get little moral education, 
and they are very naive in their attitudes toward 
the outside world. 

 We have a special testimony to share with you 
about Nina, a sister in our church. She had been 
struggling with a brain tumor, but the Lord showed 
His greatness. There was no hope for success in 
surgery, although the doctors agreed to operate. 
They did all they could, but had to leave part of 

the tumor that was impossible to remove. But Nina 
recovered, to the surprise of the doctors. She has 
no adverse affects from the surgery, and she lives a 
normal life — joyfully witnessing and praising the 
Lord who made this miracle possible. She prays 
for everyone who supported her financially during 
this time and thanks God for your sacrificial, 
giving hearts. 

 We were also able to hold a tent outreach in 
May. The city allowed us to locate the tent near 
the center of the district, a water park and the main 
street. During the two weeks prior, we invited 
many, advertised, and worked on the program 
together with the support of Rostov Bible School 
students and our church members. As a whole 
church, we fasted and prayed for the city officials. 
Churches from Rostov, Shakhty, Novocherkassk 
and Tagenrog all assisted. And the Lord brought 
people to our tent during the six days of services. 
In all, 12 people repented, and the Lord brought 
a new family to us who came to God through 
Christian television, but they couldn’t find a Bible-
preaching church. Now they are with us! 

 We thank our Lord for these blessings. And 
we thank you, dear brothers and sisters, for your 
prayers and faithful support. May God meet all 
your needs and keep you safe through all the tests 
of your faith. 

Nina (right) and her daughter are 
thankful for God’s work in their lives.
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What Jesus Has Done For Me . . .

 . . . we have seen and testify and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
was manifested to us . . . (1 John 1:2).

More Testimonies From Summer Camp

Since the end of summer, wonderful 
reports have continued to come in from 

SGA-sponsored summer Christian camp 
ministries across the lands of Russia. As a 
special Christmas blessing to you — who 
helped make these camps possible — 
we’d like to share a few of the testimonies 
written by young people who received 
Christ as their Lord and Savior.

 I thought that I was a believer, though 
I never prayed, never read the Bible and never 
attended church. I heard about Christ but never 
thought about the effect of the death of Christ on 
the cross for me. Once Andrew (the camp leader) 
said that a person has to have a relationship with 
God as with a friend. It is not just enough to know 
that He exists and live a good life. It is important 
to have living fellowship with God. I could not 
understand how it could be. 

 I knew that Andrew got up at six in the 
morning and would take His Bible to a quiet 
place where he fellowshipped with God. I wanted 
to know how it happened. So I asked Andrew to 
take me with him. He woke me up in the morning, 
and we went to a quiet place where no one could 
disturb us. Andrew prayed and we began to 
read the Bible (Gospel of John). I felt a kind of 
excitement and awe, as if I touched something 
sacred. Then we meditated on the text, made 
conclusions, and the Lord was becoming close 
and dear to me. I discovered His character, His 
essence. We had four such days with Andrew. 

 Day by day, I began to understand more 
and more clearly what the death of Christ means 
for me. More and more, I felt myself sinful and 
unworthy— a person who needed forgiveness 
and the mercy of God. At one of our morning 
fellowships, I repented. The Lord changed me and 
changed my life, and helped me to stop smoking! 
I am happy I came to the camp, met Andrew, and 
— the main thing — came to know about God 
and learned to 
communicate 
with Him! Now 
I attend the 
church and tell 
my friends what 
Jesus has done 
for me!
Alexei, age 15

 I first heard about 
God in the children’s 
camp. I began to 
attend Sunday school 
after that, then a club 
for teenagers. I went 
to the church and I 
found many friends. I 
always believed in God 
and knew about His 
existence. I did not feel 

that I needed to read the Bible or to pray. What 
for? I eventually became very ashamed when I 
realized that I only pretended to be a Christian. 
Everyone talked about having a personal 
relationship with God. I did not have such, nor 
had I sought such a relationship. 

At this camp, I fully realized that Jesus died for 
my sins and that He would forgive me! And I 
decided to change everything! I wanted to know 
Him like others do! Before, He was not real for 
me, as He is now. The camp pushed me to think 
about my relationship with God. They taught me  
that I have to reach for a relationship with God 
just as I reach for success at school. I do not want 
to be a lukewarm believer. I want to be a real 
Christian!
     Mary, age 17
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By Mary Somerville

 On Friday, 
August 17, my 
husband Bob and 
I returned to the 
United States after 
a whirlwind trip to 
Russia and Ukraine 
with SGA’s Eric 
and Kristi Mock. 
What an experience 

it was! We praise God for the chance to 
minister and be challenged by the believers 
there. Here are some highlights . . .

Ryazan
 In this city of 1 million, we are told 
that there are probably no more 
than 400 believers. Pavel is a 
third generation pastor who lives 
his faith and shepherds his flock 
boldly and lovingly. His father-in-
law died for being a pastor under 
communism. Another 
church planter named 
Zema ministers in a 
section of the city with 
no known believers. 
He works at two jobs 
to support his young 
family. He has led about 
25 people to the Lord, 
and there are about 35 in 

his church. What a firebrand for the Lord! 
 SGA presented the pastors with Dr. 
John MacArthur’s Commentary on Matthew 
in Russian, while their wives received my 
book, One With a Shepherd. It was a joy 
for me to speak to the women about the 
burdens and blessings of being united to a 
pastor and to give them a copy of my book 
in Russian! Bob spoke on communication 
and emphasized leadership in their homes to 
the men, challenging them to keep trusting 
in the Lord and not lean on their own 
understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Smolensk
 Viktor has been pastor here for 20 
years. His father and grandfather led the 
church before him, and his wife’s father 
—also a pastor — was killed by the 

Continued on Page 6

The Joy and Fruit of Sponsorship

Bob and Mary
Sommerville
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communists. Now they are persecuted by 
the Orthodox Church, which labels them a 
sect. The people know what it is to suffer for 
their faith, but it makes their faith shine even 
brighter! They also had a terrific group of 
young people singing their hearts out to the 
Lord. What an encouragement to see the blood 
of the martyrs producing such fruit in the lives 
of those coming up!  

Kiev

 What a reception we received here at 
Irpen Seminary from the church planters and 
their wives! They came from 18 of the 25 
states in Ukraine and some had traveled 10 
hours to get here. Again we taught them and 
were blessed by their response, which was 
overwhelming thanksgiving. It was also a 
thrill to hear them sing How Great Thou Art 
and When the Roll is Called Up Yonder in 
Russian and Ukrainian, while we sang along 
in English. They are such humble and fervent 
servants of our Lord. We will never forget 
them! 

 We would like to challenge you to 
consider taking on the support of a church 
planter in Russia or Ukraine. These men are 
dedicated and seeking to reach the lost in these 
needy countries that so desperately need to 
know the Savior. For as little as $35 a month 
you can help support a church-planting pastor 
by name and receive his ministry reports. Or 
for $35 you can help minister to an orphan 
child for a whole year. You can go online to 
www.sga.org and find out more details. Thank 
you for your prayers and support that helped 
make our time of ministry possible.

Mary Somerville and Kristi Mock (far right) enjoyed sweet fellowship 
at Irpen with the wives of SGA-sponsored church planters.



 Living in Canada, we know December 
means not only Christmas, but cold weather. 
Most of us who have grown up in the northern 
half of the northern hemisphere cannot imagine 
and would not choose Christmas without 
cold weather and snow. Most citizens of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 
cannot escape the December cold either. With 
Moscow being on almost the same 
latitude as Fort McMurray, Alberta, 
Muscovites are all too aware of the 
cold.
 In the CIS as Christmas 
approaches on January 7, children 
and their parents are eager for 
something special to do. With 
the help of congregations in 
both the USA and Canada, many 
Union of Evangelical Christians-
Baptists (UECB) congregations 
are maximizing this God-given 
opportunity.  With Immanuel’s 
Child resources, pastors and 
congregations invite children to not only hear 
the story of Christ’s birth, but also to receive 
a children’s New Testament, a special gift bag 
lovingly prepared by local believers, along with 
an invitation to Sunday school. 

Pastors’ reports tell of open doors and 
open hearts.

 “It has become a good tradition to 
conduct Christmas programs at the House 
of Prayer, at the sanatorium for sick 
children with bone tuberculosis, and at the 
boarding school for children predisposed 
to tuberculosis. This year we were also 
allowed to present our program at the local 
kindergarten. … In the House of Prayer, 
many children and parents attended the 
program prepared by the church youth and 
Sunday school. …At the sanatorium the 
Christmas programs were presented to four 
groups. … The program at the boarding 
school included sharing the Gospel, songs, 
prayer. ... All of the children were very 
responsive to what we shared and grateful 
for the gifts.”

 “Although we are not allowed to visit 
orphanages as often as we did before, we 
are allowed to invite orphans to our church. 
So we prepared forty Christmas gifts and 
invited orphans and neighbourhood children 
to the church, where we told them about 
the precious gift that God made for them 
and for all of us. Later, while talking to the 

administration at the orphanage, we 
offered to help them with repairs 
to the orphanage. We repaired two 
rooms for children. Good relations 
began to be formed, and we ask you, 
dear Brothers and Sisters, to pray 
for the opportunity to reach more 
orphans with the Gospel.” 
  “Christmas celebrations were 
really blessed. Church groups went 
from house to house in different 
villages congratulating people on 
Christmas, singing carols, preaching 
the Good News and inviting them to 
Christmas services. We also presented 

them with Christian literature and small 
gifts. January was rich in Christmas services 
both for the children and adults. Praise the 
Lord, many unbelievers heard the Good 
News on Christmas.”

 I thank God that this is only a small 
part of the fruit of an increasing number 
of Immanuel’s Child partnerships between 
congregations in Canada and the CIS.
 By the fall of 2009, we pray that there 
will be another “Canadian Connection” ready 
for Immanuel’s Child. Working with “A Visit 
with Mrs. G”; located in Toronto, SGA/Canada 
and SGA/USA want to translate and print at 
least 15,000 copies of Mrs. G’s book, “The Baby 
Jesus.” The Russian version of Mrs. G’s “Adam 
and Eve” has already been very well received. 
 The first week of January, when the cold 
feels even colder, many children across the CIS 
will hear the Gospel for the first time. By God’s 
grace, there will be a “Canadian Connection” 
as hundreds of children receive gifts, including 
an Immanuel’s Child star with the name of a 
Canadian who is praying for them to know that 
God loves them.

Canadian
Connection
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Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel (Isaiah 7:14).
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Share the love of Christ at Christmas

Thank you!
Please return the enclosed 
reply form with your gift.

 It’s hard to fathom that in a huge nation like Russia, the 
vast majority of people don’t know about the true meaning of 
Christmas. But that’s a sad reality. 
 Across the former Soviet Union — which is made up 
of Russia and her neighboring countries — a full 90 percent of 
cities, towns and villages don’t have even one Bible-preaching 
church. That means millions of men, women and children have 
yet to hear the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ. As the 
holidays approach, that need makes your partnership all the 
more urgent. 
 Between now and December 31, SGA will depend 
upon the Lord to encourage friends like you to help provide a 
significant part of our income for the entire year. So please be 
as generous as you can. Your special year-end gift will help 
bring the message of hope in Christ to people across Russia this 
Christmas — and throughout 2009 — by:

Training dedicated Russians for service as pastors, missionaries and evangelists.•	

Planting churches in towns and villages with little or no Christian witness. •	

Reaching out to needy Russian orphans with God’s love and His Word. •	

Translating and publishing solid, biblical books to help the pastors stay strong and preach •	

well. 

And so much more. •	

Thank you for remembering SGA and the Bible-preaching churches we serve this Christmas! May God 
bless you.

How You
  Can Help

Partner With Us . . . Today!
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FPO
To make your gift by credit card, see reverse side. >

o  Here’s my gift to express my partnership with SGA to help share

  Christ’s love this Christmas in the lands of Russia. I’m enclosing $_______. (11000)

o	  I would like to stay better connected! Please e-mail me with periodic ministry updates,  

  key prayer requests and needs.  (4401)

o	 Sign me up to be part of SGA’s special e-mail Prayer Team. (4403)

 My e-mail address is:_____________________________

You can help 

the evangelical 

churches gather 

the waiting harvest


